﻿ The book of Haggai
Introduction
   Haggai was a contemporary of Zechariah the prophet as recorded in the book of Ezra chapters 5-6. He preached four short messages all contained in the book that goes by his name. They were all preached in a five-month period in the year 520 B.C. the last two were preached on the very same day.
    The foundation of the temple had been laid in 535 BC, but work was halted immediately upon the completion of the foundation by order of the king. Once Darius was king then God moved in his heart to complete the task that had been abandoned fifteen years ago by God's people.
Chapter One
Consider Your Ways
1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, saying,
   The LORD spoke to Zerubbabel because the LORD doesn't do anything before, he first tells his servants the prophets.
2 Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time that the LORD'S house should be built.
   The people said this because they looked not on the LORD who had delivered them from captivity to help them, but their eyes were on their enemies and their problems not on the one who could take care of all their problems.
3 Then came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying, 4 Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste?
   The LORD questions Israel in order to get them to consider the selfishness of their ways and to return to putting the LORD first in their life’s and if they did, he would begin again to bless them.
5 Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. 6 Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes.
   When Israel was right with the LORD, they were promised that the sower would overtake the reaper but if the opposite were true then they would go hungry and lack in every area of the life and that is what was going on here.
7 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. 8 Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the LORD.
   When they looked to receive a bumper crop as promised to them by the LORD if they followed his commands and they received little the LORD sent Israel his prophet Haggai to redirect them. The LORD wants what is best for his people.
9 Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the LORD of hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every man unto his own house.
   Remember this is a situation that is directly connected to Israel, and it is tied to her kingdom promises. The kingdom required a holy people, and the LORD would punish Israel as a means to correct them when they would stray to help keep them close to Him.
   God is not treating the nations the same way he treated Israel under the Law because the nations were never under the Law of Moses. Israel was to be a shining light for all the world to see the blessings of God.
    He never forced himself upon Israel but watched over them as a loving father would. In the end the child needs to decide for him or herself to do right and in this instance, Israel eventually did the right thing.
10 Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from her fruit. 11 And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, and upon all the labour of the hands.
   The LORD promised Israel if they rebelled from following the LORD, he would chastise them to get them to return to following him. If they would repent at the onset of the chastisement, then he would heal their land but if they would not then his chastisement would be harsher than before.
   If they went too far from the LORD, the final chastisement would be to remove them from the land through captivity which they all remember so vividly as they had recently returned from captivity.
12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him, and the people did fear before the LORD.
   There is very little fear of the LORD today anywhere in the world, and when it gets so bad, the LORD, for our own good brings situations into our lives to get us to turn back and fear him. The way the world is currently, the only cure is world war III unfortunately and that is what it is coming according to the book of the Revelation.
13 Then spake Haggai the LORD'S messenger in the LORD'S message unto the people, saying, I am with you, saith the LORD.
   I am with you, saith the LORD, is a big difference from where he was only a few short days ago. He was actually opposing his people for their own good. The LORD would not bless his people in their sin as a nation but would bring leanness to their soul to get them to repent and turn unto him.
14 And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, 15 In the four and twentieth day of the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king.
   The LORD reminded Israel of their self-inflicted problem, and the remedy for it. When Israel did the right thing, the LORD stirred up the spirit of the people and they got to work finishing the house of the LORD. 
Chapter Two
Shake the Heavens
1 In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month, came the word of the LORD by the prophet Haggai, saying,
   The Feast of Booths lasted seven days from the 15th day of the seventh month until the 21st of the month. The first and eighth days were to be sabbaths days and no work could be done on those days.
    Israel was to dwell in booths all seven days and then rest on the eighth day as a sabbath of rest. The feast of booths commemorates when God made Israel to dwell in booths for forty years in the wilderness.
   All that time God tabernacled among them. What a perfect feast to have when the LORD's tabernacle was complete. This event would naturally remind them of God's provision.
2 Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of the people, saying, 3 Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing?
   Do you remember how long they were in captivity? Not 40 years but 70 years. That would mean the people who would have seen the first Temple would have been very old. There was only a residue that remained alive who had seen the first Temple, and they would be in their 90's at least.
4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the LORD, and work: for I am with you, saith the LORD of hosts: 5 According to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not.
   Be strong and work for the LORD is with them just as he said he was with Moses and his generation. The LORD did many amazing things in Israel's life, but he wanted Israel to show a little faith and with that great things would happen.
6 For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; 7 And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts.
  The desire of all nations is the Messiah that did come, and the effect of that visitation has indeed shook the world until this day. It will happen again and all that is wrong will be righted soon.
8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts. 9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the LORD of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts.
   How could this little Temple ever have more glory in it than the grand Temple that Solomon built? Solomon's Temple never had the King of Glory enter into his Temple. Jesus Christ himself would enter this Temple, and he gave peace to all who would believe on him as the Messiah. 
10 In the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying, 11 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Ask now the priests concerning the law, saying, 12 If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall it be holy? And the priests answered and said, No.
   Just because something that is unclean touches something that is clean (the holy flesh) it does not make the unclean thing holy ever.
13 Then said Haggai, If one that is unclean by a dead body touch any of these, shall it be unclean? And the priests answered and said, It shall be unclean.
   If an unclean person (that touched a dead man) touched the holy flesh it also would not be made clean, but the opposite would be true. The unclean person who had touched a dead body would make the holy flesh unclean always.
14 Then answered Haggai, and said, So is this people, and so is this nation before me, saith the LORD; and so is every work of their hands; and that which they offer there is unclean.
   The people and the nation were unclean because they had put their own needs ahead of the needs of God and therefore their houses were immaculate while God's was still just a foundation where they offered sacrifices on for 15 years. 
15 And now, I pray you, consider from this day and upward, from before a stone was laid upon a stone in the temple of the LORD: 16 Since those days were, when one came to an heap of twenty measures, there were but ten: when one came to the pressfat for to draw out fifty vessels out of the press, there were but twenty. 17 I smote you with blasting and with mildew and with hail in all the labours of your hands; yet ye turned not to me, saith the LORD. 18 Consider now from this day and upward, from the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, even from the day that the foundation of the LORD'S temple was laid, consider it. 19 Is the seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, and the fig tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive tree, hath not brought forth: from this day will I bless you.
   The LORD wanted his people to remember that day and what it was like before it and after it so in the future they could remember the stark contrast and when they thought on the LORD and his great works, they would be stirred up to do right by putting him first. 
Haggai's Final Prophecy
20 And again the word of the LORD came unto Haggai in the four and twentieth day of the month, saying, 21 Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I will shake the heavens and the earth; 22 And I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen; and I will overthrow the chariots, and those that ride in them; and the horses and their riders shall come down, every one by the sword of his brother. 23 In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the LORD, and will make thee as a signet: for I have chosen thee, saith the LORD of hosts.
   No weapon formed against the LORD would prosper if his people would simply humble themselves and pray, and turn from their wicked ways, then he would heal their land.
   That is not a promise for us today in the Body of Christ it was specifically for Israel concerning her position as the future head nation above all other nations in a future earthly kingdom where Jesus would rule and reign from an earthly throne on Mount Zion for a 1,000 years.

The End

   To submit this test simply copy it along with your answers typed in bold font and paste them into the body of an email and send it to: tests@dofgbi.org﻿
 
Haggai Tests 0.75 Credit hours
Introduction Test
1. Who was a contemporary with Haggai?
2. How many sermons did Haggai preach?
3. When did Haggai preach?
4. When was the foundation of the temple rebuilt?
5. What king got the work restarted?
 
Chapter One Test
1. What year did Darius begin his reign?
2. Who was Haggai prophesying to initially?
3. What were the people saying about the building of the LORD’S house?
4. What question does the LORD ask the people?
5. What does Haggai tell the people twice to do?
6. What was God doing to the people because they had not done the right thing?
7. What did the LORD say would happen if the people would build his house?
8. Why did the LORD blow upon what the people brought in?
9. What happened to the vegetation because of their sin?
10. What was the response of Zerubbabel and Joshua and all the remnant of the people to Haggai’s words?
11. What was the LORD’S response to the people’s repentance?
12. What did the LORD do to all the remnant of the people to cause them to do the work?
 
Chapter Two Test
1. What feast is associated with verse one?
2. What did the LORD ask the older people concerning the house of the LORD?
3. What two things did the LORD tell the residue of the people to do?
4. What did the LORD say he would do concerning his house and all the nations?
5. What did the LORD say would be the future of the house of the LORD?
6. When was this prophecy for?
7. What did the LORD say concerning the people’s works?
8. What happened on the fourth and twentieth day of the ninth month?
9. What was to happen at the second shaking of the LORD?
10. What is a signet?

