The Book of Obadiah
1 The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning Edom; 
The vision: A visual message from God to a prophet.
Edom: Esau's name was changed by God unto Edom at the moment he sold his birthright for a mess of red (Edom) pottage.
   It is also the name of the country that was formed of the offspring from Esau, Jacob's older twin brother as recorded in Genesis 25:30.
   God actually goes out of his way to identify just who Edom is by saying on four occasions in one chapter that "Esau is Edom", so there is no doubt in anyone's mind who he is talking about.
   Idumea is the land of Edom, and the people were called Edomites. The Red People. Adam also means Red. There are no vowels in Hebrew, so the root word consisted of the consonants Dahlet (D) and Mem (M) the same letters in the word Adam, meaning Red.
1 We have heard a rumour from the LORD, and an ambassador is sent among the heathen, Arise ye, and let us rise up against her in battle. 2 Behold, I have made thee small among the heathen: thou art greatly despised.
A rumour from the LORD: See 2nd Kings 19:7, Isaiah 37:7 & Obediah 1:1.
   This portion of scripture is identical to Jeremiah 49:14-22. God does not spread rumors, nor was his gossip.
An Ambassador is sent among the heathen: See Jeremiah 49:14.
   He is from the LORD, and to the Edomites, to foretell their eventual doom at the hand of the LORD, and the great end time Army he assembles to destroy his adversaries.
   This is still yet to be accomplished but it will happen at the end of the time of Jacob's trouble, just prior to God setting up his Kingdom on the Earth.
3 The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground? 4 Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith the LORD.
   This sounds a lot like Isaiah 14, and Ezekiel 28, where Satan's fall is recorded because of his pride. Pride comes before a fall. See Jeremiah 49:16.
5 If thieves came to thee, if robbers by night, (how art thou cut off! would they not have stolen till they had enough? if the grapegatherers came to thee, would they not leave some grapes?
   Since Edom didn't want a descendant of Israel to survive when they were surrounded, God will not allow Edom to survive in the day of the LORD, but he will utterly destroy them.
The grapegatherers: See Jeremiah 49:9.
6 How are the things of Esau searched out! how are his hidden things sought up!
  Jacob was the son chosen by God to inherit the land promised to Abraham and to be his servant to build a nation from his descendants that would be ruled by the Messiah in the Kingdom. Genesis 28:12-13
   Esau's descendants were to serve Jacob's descendants during that time, but he (Esau) nor his descendants (the Edomites) would have anything to do with it and instead they tried to wipe out Jacob's descendants when they had the chance.
7 All the men of thy confederacy have brought thee even to the border: the men that were at peace with thee have deceived thee, and prevailed against thee; they that eat thy bread have laid a wound under thee: there is none understanding in him. 8 Shall I not in that day, saith the LORD, even destroy the wise men out of Edom, and understanding out of the mount of Esau? 9 And thy mighty men, O Teman, shall be dismayed, to the end that every one of the mount of Esau may be cut off by slaughter.
O Teman, shall be dismayed: See Genesis 36:11, and Jeremiah 49:7-20. It is near Bozrah. See Amos 1:12.
10 For thy violence against thy brother Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off for ever. 11 In the day that thou stoodest on the other side, in the day that the strangers carried away captive his forces, and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem, even thou wast as one of them. 12 But thou shouldest not have looked on the day of thy brother in the day that he became a stranger; neither shouldest thou have rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day of their destruction; neither shouldest thou have spoken proudly in the day of distress. 13 Thou shouldest not have entered into the gate of my people in the day of their calamity; yea, thou shouldest not have looked on their affliction in the day of their calamity, nor have laid hands on their substance in the day of their calamity; 14 Neither shouldest thou have stood in the crossway, to cut off those of his that did escape; neither shouldest thou have delivered up those of his that did remain in the day of distress.
   Why should they not have done those things? Because, Esau was Isaac's son and the grandson of Abraham unto whom the Abrahamic Covenant was made:
  Genesis 12:1-3 Esau/Edom knew better than to curse Abraham's descendants, Esau also knew he gave up the birthright for a bowl of pottage. He despised his birthright and the recipient of it, Jacob.
   Esau should have blessed Jacob and he would have been blessed of God, but because he choose to curse him, God later declared, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.
15 For the day of the LORD is near upon all the heathen: as thou hast done, it shall be done unto thee: thy reward shall return upon thine own head. 16 For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain, so shall all the heathen drink continually, yea, they shall drink, and they shall swallow down, and they shall be as though they had not been.
The day of the LORD is near upon all the heathen: It is when Christ stands up to judge, and to exact revenge against all the enemies of the nation of Israel and, recompense unto them as they did to Israel.
   Matthew speaks about this in chapter 25 of his gospel, and describes the goat, and the sheep nations. The sheep nations go into the Kingdom while the goat nations are destroyed.
17 But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness; and the house of Jacob shall possess their possessions. 18 And the house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph a flame, and the house of Esau for stubble, and they shall kindle in them, and devour them; and there shall not be any remaining of the house of Esau; for the LORD hath spoken it.
Upon mount Zion shall be deliverance: Mount Zion is in Jerusalem.
The house of Jacob shall be a fire: The house of Jacob is the house of Israel.
And Joseph being a flame, speaks of Israel judging Esau's descendants (the Edomites) and their place of final punishment in the lake of fire. See Zechariah 12:6 
   Jacob (the Israelite) will have a final opportunity to look his brother Esau (the Edomites) in the eye and tell them the punishment for their sin of trying to destroy the nation of Israel just like Hitler did and failed.
    All of Israel's enemies will one day realize they should have been a blessing unto Israel as God's word commands all of mankind to do, and in return they would be blessed, but instead many chose to curse Israel and for that they are and will be forever, eternally cursed.
19 And they of the south shall possess the mount of Esau; and they of the plain the Philistines: and they shall possess the fields of Ephraim, and the fields of Samaria: and Benjamin shall possess Gilead. 20 And the captivity of this host of the children of Israel shall possess that of the Canaanites, even unto Zarephath; and the captivity of Jerusalem, which is in Sepharad, shall possess the cities of the south.
Zarephath: To the north in Lebanon. around the city of Zidon where the widow woman took care of Elijah. See 1st Kings 17:9-10.
Sepharad: In Assyria.
 All of the land that was promised to Israel will be given to them at the beginning of the Kingdom. There will be no more Gaza Strip, West Bank, Occupied Territories or Golan Heights to be disputed over, it will all return to its rightful owner, to a resurrected Abraham and his descendants.
21 And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the LORD'S.
And saviours shall come up on mount Zion: They sit in the role of judges that judge, not only Israel, but also her enemies.
    Judgment for mount Esau has already been made by God for their (the Edomites) sin against Jacob's descendants, but it will be handed down on that day, and it will be full and final. 
The mount of Esau: It is mount Seir. See Genesis 36:9 The descendants of Esau will never again trouble the children of Jacob because they will be no more.
The kingdom shall be the LORD’S: The kingdom is of course the Millennial Kingdom that is to follow the seventieth week of Daniel, the time of Jacob's trouble, ie.., the tribulation period.
    God had given unto Jacob's descendants the task of building a nation from which the Messiah would come from, and from which the earthly realm that has been usurped by Satan (the god of this world) will be reclaimed when the kingdom begins, and is put back under God's dominion.

The End

Obadiah Test 0.25 Credit Hours
1. Who is Edom?
2. What creature is described similarly in scripture to Edom?
3. What did Esau's descendants do to Israel when they fled from their enemies?
4. Why does Romans 9 & Malachi say God hated Esau & loved Jacob?
5. Did God foreordain the Edomites to go to hell? Why or why not?
6. Who is Jacob?
7. Who is Teman?
8. What is Edom's judgment on the day of the LORD?
9. Who are the saviours on Mt. Zion in the last days?
10. What is the mount of Esau originally called?
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